
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

Deadline #1:  Part 1, Part 2, Part 3 (Chapters 1-17, through page 135) 

 

1.  In Part 1 of the book (Chapters 1-5,) the reader learns about Louie Zamperini’s early life.  

Describe three events from Part 1, identify what character traits of Louie’s are revealed by the 

events, and tell how you know. 

Event Character Traits Revealed How do you know? 

1.   

 

 

  

2.  

 

 

  

3.   

 

 

  

 

2.  In Part 2 of the book (Chapters 6-11,) Louie describes the planes that he and his fellow 

airmen flew into battle, and the situations they faced.  Describe at least three things that the 

airmen feared, and explain why. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



3.  In Part 3 of the book (Chapters 12-17,) Louie and 2 others are stranded in the ocean after a 

plane crash.  Describe how each man deals with the situation, and give an example from the 

book that supports your description. 

Character How does he handle the 

situation? 

How do you know? 

1.   

 

 

  

2.  

 

 

  

3.   

 

 

  

 

 

4.  How are Louie and the other surviving airman eventually found and rescued from the ocean?  

How are they treated by their rescuers?   How does that change at the end of Part 3? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

Deadline #2:  Part 4 (Chapters 18-33, through page 232) 

 

1.  List three ways that Louie was different than the average soldier.  Include examples from his 

background and also specific things that he experienced during the war. 

 1.   

 

 

 2. 

 

   

 3.  

  

 

2.  The POWs took enormous risks to carry out thefts, sabotage, and other acts of defiance. Men would 

risk their lives to steal items as trivial as pencil boxes. What benefit did they derive from defiance that 

was worth risking death, or severe beatings? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



3.  Although international law stated that POWs should be allowed to write home, Louie was not 

allowed.  He was also beaten and treated terribly, and was often singled out for mistreatment by the 

Japanese officer known to the prisoners as “The Bird.”  Why do you think that Louie was specifically 

targeted by The Bird? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4.  Describe the experience of a typical POW in a Japanese camp. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Final Deadline (Part 5 and Epilogue) 

 

The following three questions must be answered on a separate sheet of paper.  You may 

complete this work in pen, or it may be typed (double-spaced, please.) 

 

1. This story focuses on WWII as it occurred in the Pacific Ocean.  Most stories of the time 

period, however, focus on the war as it occurred in Europe.  Why do you think that most of the 

stories focus on Europe? 

 

2.  We will likely never experience the things that Louie goes through.  None of us is going to be 

in a plane crash, attacked by sharks, cast away on a raft, or held as a POW. And yet the word 

most often used to describe him is “inspiring.” What does Louie’s experience demonstrate that 

makes him so inspirational to people who will never endure what he did?  Write a paragraph in 

which you describe at least 3 specific ways that Louie was inspiring.  Identify each of the three 

events from the book and describe why they show Louie as inspiring to a reader.  (Minimum of 

5 sentences) 

 

3.  Write an essay in which you describe how the various settings in the book impacted the 

events and characters in the story.  Include the following information: 

a.  The time period (how did the political events of the time impact the characters?) 

b.  The locations (how did the change in location impact the characters?) 

c.  Suggestion:  Write an introductory paragraph, a paragraph about the early years 

before the war, a paragraph about the time in POW camps, and a conclusion paragraph.  

In each of the body paragraphs, be sure to address the impact of the time period/ 

political events and the location. 


