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Fourth Graders Study the History and Culture of
Native Americans
Fourth grade students spent much of November studying the history and customs of Native
Americans. Students took a field trip to Ganondagan, a National Historic Landmark in Victor, NY,
which focuses on the Seneca and Iroquois nations and includes a longhouse and many Native
American artifacts. After the trip, students studied the history and traditions of the Iroquois people.
They learned about how the Iroquois lived, including the crops they planted, where they lived, and how
they survived. Students then had to build miniature longhouses as a project to demonstrate what they
had learned. At the end of the unit, members of the Seneca Nation visited H.O. Brumsted Elementary
to talk with students and share some of their traditions.

What is
Capital
Reserve?
A capital reserve is often
a term that comes up at
budget time, but what
is it really? A capital
reserve allows the district
to set aside money to
be used for a future
construction project. Both
the establishment of a
capital reserve fund and
the expenditures from
a capital reserve fund,
must be approved by
voters. A capital reserve
is helpful, because it
allows the district to raise
the money it needs for
capital improvements and
updates, while maximizing
state aid and reducing the
amount it needs to borrow
at any one time. Taxes do
not go up due to a capital
reserve.

Blanket Drive
All three Holland schools
are taking part in the Warm
Up WNY Blanket Drive with
Senator Patrick Gallivan and
John R. Oishei Children’s
Hospital. The Blanket Drive
collects new blankets for
pediatric patients of all
ages. Please drop off newly
purchased blankets to
each school’s donation bin
through January 31.
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Superintendent Fabiatos Named
Educator of the Year
Holland Superintendent Cathy Fabiatos was named Educator of
the Year by the Greater East Aurora Chamber of Commerce. She
was presented with her award on September 24, 2019 at the
Chamber of Commerce’s 74th Annual Business Recognition Awards
and Announcement of the Honorees into the Greater East Aurora
Chamber of Commerce Hall of Fame. Fabiatos was joined by many
administrators from Holland Central Schools to celebrate this
achievement at the dinner.

Kelsey Robertson Signs with
Mansfield University
Holland High School senior, Kelsey Robertson, signed a letter of intent
to play field hockey at Mansfield University as part of National Signing
Day. Mansfield University is a Division II school based in northern
Pennsylvania.
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Holland Middle School Holds Annual Innovation Day
for STEM Fields
Holland Middle School hosted the annual Innovation Day on October 24, 2019. The day featured
several local science and technology related businesses who visited the school to show students the
different career possibilities there are in STEM fields. Each presenter also prepared a hands-on activity
to allow students to explore more about the field. This year, presenters from 10 different groups
worked with students.
After starting with an introductory exercise, students rotated through stations specific to their grade
level and what they have learned about in school so far. The American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) did five demonstrations to teach students about topics including designing highway
interchanges, structural engineering, hydraulic structures, foundation types and liquification and
bridge design. Linde (formerly Praxair) showed students the uses for liquid nitrogen and how a gas can
be turned into a liquid. University Pediatric Dental Associates taught students how to work with dental
molds and described possible careers in the dental industry. Astronics worked with students to build
motorized robots that they then used to battle other robots.
Turner Construction and Feijen DesignBuild each explained their processes to the students for
construction and design. Students were also able to practice using a hammer and do some drawing
to practice their design skills. Diversified Controls helped students build their own boxes. Erie
2-Chatauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES sent students from their Welding, Criminal Justice and Sports
Conditioning and Exercise Science programs to show students what those programs offer. AbsolutCare
and the Holland Fire Department helped teach students more about medical and EMS careers, as
students were able to take blood pressure readings, practice proper hand washing, and use a heart
monitor.
Students were engaged at each station and enjoyed being able to take part in the hands-on activities.
Through programs with the business community, including Innovation Day, students get fantastic
exposure to the wealth of careers that are available in the STEM field and allows them to start
thinking about future possibilities, no matter what they are interested in. Holland Central Schools is
appreciative to everyone who worked to make this day a success and all the presenters who took time
to teach our students. For more pictures from the day, visit the Holland CSD Facebook page.

hollandschools.org
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Career
Presenters
Needed
for Career
Speaker
Series
Do you remember how
difficult it was to choose
your career when you
were graduating high
school? With numerous
opportunities but little
experience, it is very
difficult for students to plan
their future career.
We could use your help.
If you would like to give
a presentation (about 30
minutes in length) to high
school students about your
career, we would love to
have your help!
We run career
presentations during lunch
periods and students
bring their lunch to the
library to participate.Our
lunch periods run from
9:55-10:36, 10:40-11:21
and 11:25-12:06. You can
choose your time or speak
to all 3 groups if you like.
Just fill out the form on
hollandcsd.org and email it
to Lisa Hanlon– lhanlon@
hollandcsd.org or call 5378219.
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Tops Presents Check for H.O.
Brumsted Elementary
This fall, Tops Friendly Markets presented a check for $8,199 for the
Tops in Education Program. If you are interested in learning more or
joining this incredible “give-back” program, please visit https://www.
topsmarkets.com/education/ to register.
To date, Holland is in the Top 5 of 1,000 schools that donate to this program. Again, thank you to the Holland Elementary PTO and the wonderful Holland Community!

Two High School Students Named
Commended Scholars from the
National Merit Scholarship Program
Holland High School students Renee Wright and Grady Regan were
named Commended Scholars in the 2020 National Merit Scholarship
Program. In order to be named a Commended Scholar, Renee and Grady
both placed among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.5 million
students who took the 2018 PSAT. Congratulations Renee and Grady!
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Sixth Grade Experiences
Ancient Egypt
The sixth grade team planned an interdisciplinary (multi-subject)
learning opportunity for students recently to close out a unit on
Ancient Egypt. On day one, students rotated through stations on
various topics related to Egypt—ELA-Egyptian myth storytelling, Mathmath of the pyramids, Science-a neat hands on activity simulating
the flooding of Nile and a station on dates, an Egyptian food source,
History-embalming of mummies, hieroglyphics, and a pyramid burial
chamber “escape room.” On day two, students then chose to work
in groups either building a website about Ancient Egypt or using the
video cameras in their laptops and green screens to create a “news
broadcast” about Ancient Egypt. When asked if they had fun, the
students overwhelming indicated enjoying the activities and retaining
a lot. Principal Bryan Ford noted, “I’m proud of the efforts of Ms. Ruiz,
Ms. Elliot, Ms. Kling, and Mr. Furcron in pulling this together. We are
aiming to be a school that engages our students in new and interesting
ways while also making connections between subjects...they certainly
did that in this project!”

Character
Athletes
Named
Congratulations to the
Character Athletes of Fall
2019 Season sponsored
by Cross Training Athletics.
We are so proud of David
Zywiczynski from the Boys
Varsity Soccer team and
Emily Szewczyk from the
Girls Varsity Volleyball team.
These two have displayed
high character on and off
the field/court all season
long!

Middle School
Updates
Summer Reading
Celebration

Students at H.O. Brumsted Elementary
who completed their Summer Reading
Logs celebrated their accomplishment
by having an ice cream party with Mrs.
Filonczuk in the Library in September.
Mrs. Filonczuk reminds everyone to
keep reading!
hollandschools.org

As part of the capital
project reconstruction,
the middle school pool
will be closed from
March-September 2020.
Additionally, due to
reconstruction, the middle
school will be unavailable
for use in July and August
2020.
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ECC Environmental Science Students Participating in
Project Based Learning
Mrs. Patterson’s ECC Environmental Science class at Holland High School has participated in a number
of projects with global implications this fall. Students started the year by collecting macroinvertebrate
(critters) at the East Branch Cazenovia Creek. After identifying what they collected, their samples and
a visual habitat assessment were sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation as part of
their WAVE program (Water Assessments by Volunteer Evaluators). Preliminary results show that East
Branch Cazenovia Creek has minimal impact and is showing a healthy macroinvertebrate population.
They then participated in “A Day in the Life” water quality measurements on October 3rd at Sprague
Brook Park. Students throughout Western New York carried out several water quality tests including
pH, water clarity, and chemical and biological measurements on the same day. Students uploaded the
data to an international database, analyzed their results, and will present the results at a symposium
later in the school year. Holland High School’s data was especially valuable as it was taken from
headwaters on the Lake Erie Watershed.
Later in October, students applied their knowledge of creek testing to our own East Branch Cazenovia
Creek. They took samples for water temperature, pH, nitrates, transparency, dissolved oxygen,
and macroinvertebrates. Their data was uploaded on the GLOBE website (Global Learning and
Observations to Benefit the Environment) and will be available internationally to scientists and citizens
alike. Through the winter and spring months, students will analyze and compare their data collected on
both streams to local and international data on the GLOBE website.
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Environmental Science Continued
In November, students worked with Lauren Makeyenko from Buffalo
Audubon to learn about protecting our watershed. Students assumed
roles of various community groups to analyze the impact of farms,
cities, forestry, and residential development on a fictitious watershed.
Groups were given budgets and challenged to clean up the watershed
by choosing several mitigation strategies without spending all their
money. Students learned how small changes can have a big impact on
our watershed. This experience is part of the “Day in the Life of the
Niagara River/Lake Erie Watershed” program. This program is an effort
of Friends of Reinstein Woods in partnership with Buffalo Audubon and
SUNY Fredonia with support from the National Oceanic Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and Great Lakes Bay Watershed Education and
Training (B-WET) Program. Students will apply their learning to prepare
a scientific report comparing their collected data to those of their peers
or other citizen scientists in GLOBE. They will present their work later
this year to a school in Kenya that has collected similar data. They will
use all of this work with water testing and the watershed to prepare
a scientific poster to be presented at a local or international (virtual)
symposium.

Applying
Learning
about Leaves
Students in Mrs. Ruffino’s
class worked with Mrs.
Kozlowski on a leaf tracing
and identifying activity
based on information that
they learned from a story
they read together in class.

In addition to their work with water testing for GLOBE, they have
done other projects to explore the environment. On the second day
of school, the Environmental Science class as well as Applied Science
took measurements for NASA, University of New Hampshire’s Picture
Post and BudBurst. Students took aerosol measurements from the sun
and checked trees for acorns. Later in the fall, Environmental Science
students measured clouds. Their measurements are uploaded into
the GLOBE website and compared to NASA satellite data collected
at the same time. Students worked in groups to estimate cloud cover
for a small section of the sky. Each group computes the average of 4
measurements, then the final averages of all the groups are averaged
together to get a more accurate reading for GLOBE.

hollandschools.org
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Holland Helps
Clean Up
Beaches
Holland High School
students participated in
The Great Lakes Beach
Sweep at Woodlawn Park
in Hamburg on Saturday,
September 21st. Our group
alone picked up over 1000
pieces of trash, and there
were many more volunteers
and schools there cleaning.
It was a great opportunity
to learn about how our
trash accumulates in our
beaches.

Author/Illustrator Visits H.O.
Brumsted Elementary
On November 7, 2019, Greg Pizzoli, author and illustrator of a number
of children’s books, visited H.O. Brumsted Elementary. Mr. Pizzoli read
books (including some that haven’t even been released!) and talked
about his life as an author and illustrator. A few lucky students also
learned how to draw from Mr. Pizzoli. Each student also was able to
bring home one of Mr. Pizzoli’s books!

Think Spring!
With shovels and gardening gloves in hand, Mrs. Pasqualetti’s second
grade students enjoyed planting tulip and daffodil bulbs this fall under
the H. O. Brumsted Holland Elementary welcome sign and around
the trees and landscaping in front of the elementary building. A great
big THANK YOU to the classroom family members, Mrs. Butler, Mrs.
Reisdorf and Mrs. Shirley, for helping the students plant the flower
bulbs to make the elementary school beautiful in the springtime. In
preparation for the Tulip Festival next spring, this class project will
help the students become aware of plant life and the growing process.
The students enjoyed planting this awesome autumn project and are
looking forward to seeing these beautiful flowers bloom in the spring!
A very special thank you to the Holland Kiwanis Club and Holland
Garden Club for purchasing the tulip and daffodil bulbs.
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Face to Face Comes to Holland
Middle School
Six young people from across Western New York came to Holland
Middle School this fall to tell their personal stories of addiction/
drug use and recovery as part of the Kids Escaping Drugs program’s
“Face2Face” outreach. Students in Physical Education classes listened
to the different presenters and had opportunities to ask questions.
“I would like to commend Nicole Heim and Rob Booker, PE
teachers, for setting up this program,” said Principal Ford. “There is a
tremendous value in students hearing about how decisions they are
currently grappling with, or may soon face, can have such dramatic
consequences. Students were clearly moved during the presentations
and we thank those young people for bravely sharing their stories.
We encourage parents to extend these conversations at home--your
children do listen to you, whether you see it or not, and this is a crucial
topic.”

Superintendent Fabiatos holds
Coffee with Cathy

Bucket Fillers
are Abundant
at H.O.
Brumsted
Bucket fillers are a major
theme at H.O. Brumsted
Elementary. Based on the
book, “Have You Filled a
Bucket Today? A Guide to
Daily Happiness for Kids”,
the bucket filler program
promotes kindness, selfcontrol, resilience and
forgiveness. The premise is
that we all carry a bucket of
good thoughts and feelings,
our buckets can be filled
by ourselves and others.
When bad things happen,
our bucket begins to empty.
Each month, teachers and
staff nominate students who
are helping to fill others’
buckets by being respectful,
responsible and safe. Each
month, HOB celebrates
their bucket fillers with a
celebration.

Cathy Fabiatos, Holland CSD Superintendent, planned four Coffee with
Cathy events throughout this school year. She has held two events
so far. Listed below are the two remaining times this spring that she
has set aside to be in her office to meet with parents and community
members. Feel free to stop in and chat at the following dates and
times:
March 17, 2020 from 5-6 p.m.
June 10, 2020 from 9-10 a.m.
Please enter via the Pearl Street entrance. Proper ID will be required for
entrance.
hollandschools.org

9

New
Planetarium
Technology
Comes to High
School

First Grade Mural
The entire first grade created a mural together in a collaborative effort.
Then they took turns having their photos taken in front of it. They did a
great job!

The High School Library
hosted Digitarium training
for staff from a number
of area school districts
in November. Digitarium
is a portable, digital
planetarium, system
allowing students to better
learn about the solar system
and the concepts within
the curriculum, right from
school. Science teachers
and librarians came from
Brocton, Cassadaga Valley,
Chautauqua Lake, Clymer
to join the science teachers
and librarians at Holland to
learn more about how to
use the Digitarium.

Educational Innovators Achieve
ISTE-Certification
Congratulations to Michelle Krieger and Patrick McMillan, Educational Innovators, on becoming ISTE-Certified Educators! ISTE-Certified
Educators focus on using technology to transform learning and improve
student outcomes.
The ISTE-certification process requires extensive professional
development, application of technology in the classroom and a rigorous
review of the applicant’s portfolio by a group of evaluators.
Mrs. Krieger and Mr. McMillan have worked extremely hard to achieve
certification and their knowledge will benefit all students at Holland
Central.
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“What If?” Class Hears from Those
Who Witnessed History
Mr. Carr’s “What If?” class celebrated Veteran’s Week by hosting a
series of guests ranging from World War II to Vietnam. The week
started November 13 with Holland resident Jim Britt, a Vietnam
vet from 1965-1966, speaking with the class about his experiences
overseas as well as returning from Vietnam. Holland students were
treated to tales of how Mr. Britt went from a high school student, to
college, to Germany, and finally to Vietnam.

Safety Week at
HOB
Safety is a Community
Effort. Thank you to the
Holland Fire Dept. for
joining H.O. Brumsted
during Safety Week!

On November 15, six residents of the Orchard Glen retirement
community including Francesca Sprenza, an Italian citizen whose home
was commandeered by the Nazis, Korean War vet Walter Slompka, and
former Holland teacher Barbara Reichert shared their WWII and other
personal experiences with our students. A special thanks also to Steve
Appleby, director of the Eldred, Pa World War II museum who shared
his knowledge as well as his WWII memorabilia.
The week with veterans ended with a question and answer activity
with 97-year-old veteran and author, Larry Titzler, who discussed how
he narrowly escaped death three times during his time in World War II.
This was an incredible experience for all of these students. Mr. Carr’s
“What If?” class is forever grateful that these members of “The Greatest
Generation” took the time to visit Holland High and interact with our
students.

hollandschools.org
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First Marking Period Honor and Merit Roll

5th Grade Merit:
Dominic Atwater
Shane Branch
Nicholas Brzyski
Jonathen Daly
Ethan Dawson
Eliza Domanowski-Ellis
Carter Golding
Joseph Gordon Jr.
Raymond Gutowksi III
Jack Hoadley
Devin Hogan
Karly Kopciowski
Devin McDermott
Antonia Monteleone
Joseph Phillips
Haileigh Roberts
Autumn Ruminski
Reis Staerker
Olivia Stanek
Gabriel Thompson
Draven Wilson
Honor:
Isabella Bigaj
Aedan Coones
Shannon Fisher
Thomas Keele
Carleigh Masterson
Dylan Ozimek
Dale Rosser
Gianna Savage
Tyler Schoenthal
Sydney Seiflein
Violet Selph
Austin Smith
Logan Snyder
Rosalynn Stangl
Addison Szucs
McKynzi Williams
High Honor:
Dominic Barkey
Danni Danebrock
Carter Engasser
Carson Hudson
Skylar Jo Kloiber
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Teagan Krywalski
Trent Lewandowski
Samantha Mest
Courtney Molenda
Charlotte Parsons
Samantha Parsons
Rachel Wright

6th Grade Merit:
Colton Bray
Andrew Bull
Madelynn Colkitt
Philip Evans
Eleanor Gannon
Zane Johnson
Spencer Kasubowski
Reed Knox
Chace Kramer
Anna Kull
Nathan Malachowksi
Honor:
Leila Balicki
Madison Cain
Adyson Davis
Jeana Dietz
John Hackett II
Ryan Hausauer
Griffin Houde
Krista Hyman
Ava Kirsch
Clayton Kline
Lucas Leitzan
Alec Macy
N. Perrigo
Rowan Rosolowski
Caleb Snyder
Connor Szczygielski
Ian Szucs
Grace Tavernier
Michaela Wiskup
High Honor:
Garrett Andres
Drew Barren
Benjamin Calmes
Alexander Hoelscher

Carson Kerber
Lydia Peterson
Addison Walter

7th Grade Merit:
Brianna Brinkman
JackLynn Crow
Jenna Fishlock
Reed Hoffman
Carson Howlett
Olivia Jackson
Alana LeMieux
Anna Miller
Kaitlin Rosser
Celia Rummenie
Hunter Stanek
Zoey Wawrzynski
Paige Zadul
Honor:
Ryan Baranowski
Conor Bennett
Tyler Burke
Savannah Conrad
Cassie Kasubowski
Kate Kopciowski
Caroline Massucci
Abbie McNeight
Savannah Pellak
Aubree Pike
Grace Quant
Abigail Robertson
Frank Scharmach
Reagan Schoenthal
Jayden Sharer
Nolan Smith
Jordan Szafranski
Gracelyn Teijeira
Lilyan Teijeira
Owen Teijeira
Peyton Teluk
Nicholas Williams
High Honor:
Olivia Carroll
Jemma Conrad
Benjamin Hattler

Isabelle Hudson
Leah Hyman
Jordyn Lafferty
Sean Marthia
Acadia Peirick
Conner Schmitt
Haley Vermillion
Joshua Wagner
Kennadi Wenrich
Briana Wirth
Brady Wiskup
Ava Yox

8th Grade Merit:
Dylan Breeser
Jack Brown
Skylar Dolegowski
Peter Fitzgerald IV
Samantha Fox
Jean-Luc Gannon
Brooke Gorney
Lucas Hoffman
Zachery Hornquist
Stone Hyman
Sarah Ingelfinger
Cole Kramer
Megan Lemieux
Mason Moeller
Curtis O’Connor
Ryan Olesky
Zachary Robinson
Mathew Schmidbauer
Honor:
Kelsey Burke
Reese Clothier
Dakota Creeley
Samantha Dolegowski
Teagan Engasser
Julia Galley
Mason Greenley
Taylor Howard
Jessica Hymers
Kylee Johnson
Kierra Kline
Zachary Kolesar
Tyler Konter
January 2020

Caleb McKnight
Joseph Naughton II
Jonathan Ostrowski
Molly Pelonero
Camryn Pielechowski
Faith Platt
Erica Prible
Sage Rivera
Cristian Rummenie
Jessica Seguin
Jaden Tavernier
Hayden Walter
Sidney White
High Honor:
Nadine Barren
Emily Butler
Julia Dietz
Jack Galley
Ivy Hackett
Cadance Hoelscher
Jacob Leitzan
Hannah Lewandowski
Lilah Linder
Dealya Mest
Lily Metzger
Seth Schoenthal
Madalyn Smith
Carolyn Waligora
Joelle Zeis
Grace Zywiczynski
9th Grade Honor:
Alexander Cordier
Brandon Ertl
Ethan Fuller
Bryton Grisewood
Andrew Hutchison
Emma McNeight
Katherine Novick
Brendan Ralph
Francis Robertson
Alyson Stock
Jenavieve Tavernier
Mackenzie Thomson
Carly Warner
Ryan Zehnder

High Honor:
Henry Anderson
Sandra Barber
Alexandra Barnum
Alina Blasdell
Trinity Carroll
Chloe Conrad
Brianna Cottrell
Jack Feneziani
Gabriella Gordon
Sinead Graham
Ella Grupp
Joshua Hibit
Olivia Kempf
Maxwell Knox
Joseph Kubicki
Skylar Metzger
Janine Napierala
Charles Nuttle Jr.
Skylar Ozimek
M. Perrigo
Morgan Perry
Lexi Porter
Alexander Rak
Jax Schoenthal
Margaret Shafer
Rhiannon Snyder
Abigail Suplicki
Anna Tavernier
Taylor Thomson
Alexander Wiech
Xander Wopperer
Catherine Youngers
10th Grade Honor:
Nathaniel Barnum
Bryce Clothier
Olivia Colkitt
Lili Greschunig
Caelan Hartke
Noah Howlett
Ryli-Alexa Linden
Samara Pitkin
Carlee Simmons
Breanna Sullivan
High Honor:
Neil Ball

hollandschools.org

Kylie Bellomo
Morgan Calmes
Samantha Calmes
Emma Filipiak
Jake Galley
Karlyn Gilmore
Morgan Greeson
Paige Hoffman
Regina Izydorczak
Brody Jones
Kaylin Kline
Brooke Lafferty
Ava Linder
Anthony Litterio
Kaylee Manuszewski
Meghan Marthia
Emma Murphy
Abigail Neitch
Claire Pikett
Alexander Quant
Molly Regan
Lindsey Robertson
Colten Smith
Sylvia Waligora
Timothy Walkowiak
Randall Wright
Eli Zak
Michael Zimpfer
Nathan Zywiczynski
11th Grade Honor:
Jameson Brunn
Alexis Comstock
Jayden Giles
Ryan Grisewood
Mark Lewandowski
Jared Montgomery
Alexa Neitch
Sebastian Pitkin
Madison Roach
Garrett Schroeder
Mario Serra
Liberty Steel
Joseph Youngers
High Honor:
Aaron Germony
Thomas Gilmore IV

Sheri Grant
Daniel Hoffman
Gabrielle Huddle
Lindsey Massara
Connor McNeight
Kelly Murray
Brandon Neischel
Carter Pikett
Cassidy Ralph
Miranda Rowley
Donald Schmidt
Gabriel Slocum
Jacob Stenzel
Emma Suplicki
Brianna Tullar
Hailey Tullar
Shane Van Remmen
Emily Zehnder
12th Grade Honor:
Megan Armbrust
Philip Barber Jr
Tanner Beicke
Isabella Calanni
MaKayla Criss
Jenna Dietz
Dale Fisher
Noah Kirsch
Cameron Kramer
Kennedy Leach
Makenzie McNeight
Jonathon Nellis
Ansley Potzler
William Prible
Bryce Quant
Collins Rost
Kadin Schaub
Jaxon Smith
Alissa Tomlinson
Travis Wiedemann
Haley Wylupski
High Honor:
Laura Anderson
Wyatt Boyd
Garrett Bray
Tyler Candler
Ashley Ertl
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Honor and
Merit Roll

Joseph Ferrara
Maia Finnegan Lemanski
Christopher Fishlock
Joseph Fishlock
Emily Hereth
Andrew Hibit
Tara Hoffman
Amber Hornquist
Justine Jorgensen
Lindsay Kibler
Myla Kline
Starla Kropczynski
Hannah LoVullo
Maddelyn Massucci
Bryce O’Brien
Joshua Ostrowski
Serena Pagano
Miabella Paluszynski
Benjamin Parente
Kennedi Parsons
Sarah Pawig
Katie Pelonero
Nolan Perry
Caroline Prible
Joseph Rak
Grady Regan
Kelsey Robertson
Shealyn Rowley
Tyler Scheffler
Sophie Schmidbauer
Alicia Schroeder
Sarah Seguin
Sophia Serpas
Abigail Shafer
Jonathan Staniszewski
Emily Szewczyk
Madelyn Tavernier
Kaitlyn Thornton
Tyler Thornton
James Trawinski
Ethan VanOstberg
Andrew Walkowiak
Aiden Wrazen
Renee Wright
David Zywiczynski
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Middle School Students Take Part in
Mock-Interviews
Middle School FACS teacher Julie Mayer organized a job preparation/
interview day on September 24, 2019 for her seventh and eighth grade
students. Students wrote resumes and cover letters for the jobs they
were applying for, in preparation for the real life job application process.
Students participated in real interviews with various personnel from the
district, including Superintendent Fabiatos and Principal Ford.
“This is a great example of extending learning into what we call
“authentic assessments”...situations where the final product isn’t a
worksheet, but an actual real world activity,” said Mr. Ford. “Students
were confident and well-prepared and hopefully learned a lot about
how to present themselves well in an interview--an important life skill.”

Creativity on
Dot Day
Students in third grade
took part in International
Dot Day through distance
learning with Rene Carver.
The students learned about
creativity and how they can
“make their marks!”
January 2020

Student Work Displayed in High
School

ZooMobile
Comes to UPK

If you stop by the third floor of the high school, you’ll notice that
student projects and other work are proudly displayed on some lockers.
Mr. Kaun has embarked on a year-long project to utilize unused lockers
as a display space for student projects. He has covered about one-third
of the unused lockers so far and hopes to get other teachers involved
as the year goes on.

The Universal PreKindergarten (UPK)
students had some
very special visitors to
their classroom this
fall. The Buffalo Zoo’s
ZooMobile visited UPK.
The representatives from
the ZooMobile read the
students an animal story,
then students were able
to learn more about the
animals and even meet a
reptile that lives at the Zoo!

Visiting Artist
First grade students participated
in Arts-in-Ed workshops with
visiting artist, Aitina Fareed
Cooke. They learned to use
expression and emotion to act
out the characters in a story to
make the meaning clearer to the
audience.
hollandschools.org
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Friendsgiving
at HOB

Fifth Grade Students Focus on
Etiquette

Mrs. Winnert’s third graders
celebrated Friendsgiving
before the Thanksgiving
recess. Students enjoyed
a Thanksgiving feast and
Thanksgiving-related
activities. Students also
wrote Kindness cards about
their classmates. Mrs.
Wetzler and classroom
parents volunteered to
serve food. Kids read their
Kindness cards before the
celebration began.

In November, fifth graders learned about etiquette and its importance
at school. Students took each letter of the word etiquette and used
the dictionary to list words related to this topic. After combining all the
words that students found, one big Wordle was created. The most used
word was thank-how fitting for November!

HOB Celebrates Computer Science
Education Week
The second week of December was National Computer Science
Education Week. As part of this initiative, staff from the Microsoft
Store came to H.O. Brumsted Elementary to teach third graders about
the programming language, Python.
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Middle School Honors Veterans Day
Two events were held at Holland Middle School to help mark Veterans
Day, to honor those who have served and allow students to learn more
about the armed services.
On the Friday before Veterans Day, students in Ms. Mayer’s fifth,
seventh and eighth grade Family and Consumer Sciences classes at the
middle school heard from two active duty Army soldiers and a retired
Air Force veteran. This was the culmination of a week of learning about
gratitude, where students were able to show their appreciation for
veterans. Additionally, students in the classes wrote Thank You letters
to send to an active duty soldier from Springville, who will be stationed
away from her family overseas for the next two years.

Halloween
at the
Elementary
School
For Halloween, things got
spooky at H.O. Brumsted!
Students took part in a
number of activities in
reading and math that
helped set the Halloween
scene in the halls.

On November 12, all middle school students attended an assembly
with six US Armed Forces veterans who met with students and
answered student questions to honor Veterans Day.

Community Helpers in UPK
This fall, the UPK classes at H.O. Brumsted celebrated Community
Helper month. Students learned about all types of community helpers
as well as a construction worker and Holland’s School Resource Officer,
Dylan Dreyer, about their jobs and the service they provide to the
community.

hollandschools.org
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Art Students
Win Peace
Poster Contest
In November, Miss Breier’s
seventh grade art students
competed in the East
Aurora Lion’s Club Annual
International Peace Poster
contest.
The judging, awards
presentation, and reception
were held at the Holland
Middle School Library,
where East Aurora Lions
Club judges recognized
all contestants and their
parents.
1st place:
Aubree Pike

Science Projects Give Real World
Application for Lessons
Students in Mrs. Patterson’s Applied Science and Regents Living
Environment have been taking part in projects this fall that allow
them to apply what they are learning. Applied Science students
assembled and are maintaining a trout tank for Trout Unlimited’s Trout
in the Classroom program. Brown trout eggs arrived earlier this fall
and students were in charge of removing dead eggs and completing
chemical testing on the water. They watched as eggs hatched.The trout
are raised in a 55-gallon trout tank. Students continue to do bi-weekly
chemical testing in the water. Trout will be released via permit in East
Branch Cazenovia Creek in the spring.
Crickets, for lunch? Students in Regents Living Environment analyzed
crickets as a sustainable food source. Students learned about the
ecology of cricket farms and related it to food chains and food webs.
They then explored the biochemistry/ nutritional analysis and the
body’s physiological and cellular response when it eats a cricket.
Students then tried cricket chips. In their final project, students created
and presented a stop motion video of what happens inside your body
when you eat a cricket, all the way down to the biochemical level.

2nd place:
Brendon Renczkowski
3rd place:
Conner Schmitt

Jr. Harvest
Festival at HOB
The Annual Jr. Harvest Festival
at HOB, hosted by the Holland
Garden Club, was held in
September. This event highlights
our district’s “green-thumbs”.
Once again, we had some
amazing entries to the Festival!
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Field Hockey Team Hosts Play for
the Cure Game
The girls field hockey team hosted a Play for the Cure game against
West Seneca on October 4, 2019. The game raised money for breast
cancer charities in honor of Coach Pat Marvin, a beloved member of
the Holland CSD community. Approximately 150 people attended
to cheer on the team and support the cause. Overall, over $650 was
raised through the game.

Middle School
Students Tell
Stories with
iPads
Students from different
classes at the middle
school worked together
to create their own Short
Stories using iPads and the
app Toontastic. Students
learned how stories have a
beginning, middle, and end,
and that not all stories are
true. They enjoyed creating
their own characters and
backdrops for their stories.
Students then shared their
stories with others.

Community Education
Holland/East Aurora Community Education offers a number of
courses within the community, including health and fitness, test prep,
defensive driving, drivers ed, art & music, and children’s courses. In
addition, they have partnered with Ed2Go to provide hundreds more
online courses. The program was started in January 2018 and has
combined services to provide surrounding communities with quality
courses that are affordable, convenient and promote continuing
education opportunities. For more information about classes offered
or if you would like to become an instructor, please visit: https://sites.
google.com/view/hollandeastauroracommunityed

hollandschools.org
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As State Testing season approaches, we know many will ask the annual question:

“Should I have my child take the
3-8 State Tests?”

While schools use multiple measures to assess learning, we also
need to be able to measure student learning against other schools,
and the region, state, and nation to assure we are adequately
preparing students for their futures. The only way to do this is with
assessments that can be quantified, though this also becomes a
source of frustration.
A lot has changed since state testing first became heavily emphasized,
but perceptions about those details has not seemed to change with it.
We wanted to point out those changes to help parents make the best
choice for their students as concerns they have had may have been
addressed.

Perception

Reality

Students are rushed to finish
the test in the time limit.

Students now have unlimited
time to take the test.
Time

The test takes three days.

The test has been shortened
from three days to two days.
Length

Tests are written by textbook
companies to sell more
textbooks.

Teachers are held accountable
for their students test scores
and it hurts their evaluations.
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Effect on Teachers

Test Creation

Teachers from across the
state serve on committees
to write, review & select test
questions.
Test scores are no longer tied
to teachers or reflected in
their evaluations.

January 2020

Perception

A student who recieves a
low score will automatically
be enrolled in Academic
Intervention Services (AIS).
Test results distill everything
into one number without
teachers or parents knowing
what the questions were.

This is the only time kids will
encounter standardized tests
like this.

Not having results means that
the school can’t “label” my
child.

Reality

Intervention

Information
from Results

Teachers use multiple
measures to make decisions
about providing interventions
to students.
Reports for parents & teachers
provide additional information.
Most questions are released
after the test.

Format

Standardized tests are
required in high school. Taking
these tests will help students
get used to this format.

Results

The results provide important
information that allow
teachers to better tailor
instruction.

We hope that this information will help parents make a more informed decision about
state testing. The information that comes out of the testing is valuable in so many ways,
and further, the habits students form in regard to testing will have a dramatic impact on
their High School and College careers Feel free to contact your child’s principal with any
questions you have about these tests. In summary:

“Should I have my child take the 3-8 State Tests?”

Yes!
hollandschools.org
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Students
Get Caught
Reading
Literacy is always a focus
for Holland CSD. Recently,
some students were
“caught reading” by Mrs.
Kozlowski, high school and
middle school librarian,
who loves to see students
reading in their free time.

Bedtime & Books
Families from H.O. Brumsted spent a magical night with family, friends,
and books at Bedtime and Books Literacy Night. All enjoyed games,
shared reading, activities and even a book swap. Thanks to all the
families and HOB faculty who helped make this night a great success!

Fourth Grade Travels Around the
State Virtually!
Mrs. Streiff’s fourth grade class virtually traveled “Around the State in
60 Minutes” with the help of E2CCB collaborations. They met other
classes from across the state through distance learning.
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Holland CSD Launches Mobile App
Holland CSD is excited to announce the release of a mobile app
designed specifically to keep our families better informed and
connected to what’s going on in our schools. The new Holland
CSD mobile app for both Apple and Android devices will keep you
connected while you are on the go. The app is FREE and available for
download today! The app will deliver real time school news to your
smart-device for fast, up-to-date access.
With the app you can:
•Get the latest district and school news
•Select the schools you want to follow
•Get push notifications about breaking news, closures, weather,
events, and more
•See the latest photos from school events
•Tap to see school locations, phone numbers, and staff		
information

Learning in
Action
Eighth grade students spent
a social studies class back in
time, learning about soldier
life, building a tent, and the
human side of the war with
Mr. McMillan, Mr. Arnold
and Mr. Carr.

Download the new app in 3 easy steps:
1. From a smart-device, go to the iTunes App Store® or Google Play®
2. Search Holland CSD
3. Then select the “Holland CSD” app for free download

2nd Grade Learns about Traditions
Students in Ms. Hunter’s class celebrated Sinterklass Day in early
December. The students first learned about the tradition from the
Netherlands, made their own shoes, then left them out to see what they
would be filled with in the morning!

hollandschools.org
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Drawing and Photography Classes Visit Griffis
Sculpture Park
On Thursday, October 10, Mrs. Ginnitti’s upper level drawing and photography classes went on
a field trip to Griffis Sculpture Park in East Otto. They enjoyed some incredible fall weather and
beautiful scenic views of the landscape and sculptures while working on some “plein air” drawing and
photography skills utilizing newly learned composition strategies.

