
Domain Objectives and Vocabulary

Lesson 2: 

Mr. Fulton’s Journey



Lesson 2~ Core Content Objectives

The students will:

 Identify steamboats as a new means of travel that increased the 
movement of people west

 Explain the significance of the steamboat

 Identify Robert Fulton as the developer of the steamboat

 Identify the meanings of new vocabulary words
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To create the plans for something

Example: Mr. Fulton created a                                                          
design for a steamboat.
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A person who invents or creates           
a new product

Example: Cai Lun was the inventor of paper.
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A trip

Example: The ancient Egyptians                                           
took a journey across the desert.
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Boats that are powered by steam

Example: We enjoy watching                                                                 
the steamboats travel up and                                             
down the Mississippi River.
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A long journey or trip, especially by sea

Example: Columbus sailed on                                                        
his first voyage to America in                                                      
1492.
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Introducing the Read-Aloud

 Yesterday we read about the adventures of a family moving to the West by covered wagon. They 
could not take many items with them and the trip on the trail was very long and difficult.

 In today’s readaloud, you will hear about a new kind of transportation called a steamboat. A 
steamboat is powered by steam. Steam is the vapor, or gas, that water changes into when it is 
heated to the boiling point.

 A steamboat is a boat with an engine that is powered by steam.

 In today’s read-aloud, you will hear about a person who invented one of the best steamboats of 
his time. The inventor’s name was Robert Fulton. Invented means created or made for the very 
first time. An inventor is someone who creates or makes something that has never been created 
or made before.
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Purpose for Listening

In today’s read-aloud, you will hear about a person who invented one of the best 
steamboats of his time. The inventor’s name was Robert Fulton. Invented means 
created or made for the very first time. An inventor is someone who creates or 
makes something that has never been created or made before.

Robert Fulton had a very important invention that changed the way people traveled 
from one place to another during westward expansion. Listen carefully to determine 
the main topic of the read-aloud and to learn about this invention that changed the 
way people traveled during westward expansion.

 Read-aloud Anthology Story   
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1. Evaluative What is the main topic of the read-aloud? 

2. Inferential What was the setting of this read-aloud? Is this located in the East or 
the West? 

3. Inferential Why were Robert Fulton, Robert Livingston, and others taking an 
important journey on the steamboat? 

4. Inferential Was Fulton’s voyage a success?  Why? 

5. Evaluative Why do you think Robert Fulton worked very hard

as an inventor?

6. Inferential What was the advantage of a boat powered by steam rather than by 
people or the wind?

7. Inferential What was the disadvantage of steamboat travel?

8. Evaluative How do you think Fulton’s steamboat affected westward expansion?
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In today’s read-aloud you heard, “This will allow us to carry more people and 
products on each voyage.”

1. Say the word voyage with me.

2. A voyage is a long journey or trip, especially by sea. 

 Example: Columbus sailed on his first voyage to America in 1492. 

3. Have you ever been on a voyage across the ocean or sea?

Would you like to take a voyage across the sea one day?

Where would you like to go? Use the word voyage when

you tell about it. Raise your hand to respond. 

Echo responses: “I would like to take a voyage to . . . ”
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VOYAGE



In yesterday’s read-aloud about the Morgan family traveling on the Oregon Trail, we heard that the 
Morgans felt sympathy for a young woman who could not travel any farther on the trail.

1. Say the word sympathy with me three times.

2. Sympathy is caring about and feeling sorry for someone else’s troubles.

 Example: I felt sympathy for my friend when she broke her leg and couldn’t play on the 
playground.

3. Traveling on the Oregon Trail during the time of westward expansion was very difficult. Can you 
think of a reason why someone might feel sympathy for the pioneers making that journey?

Echo responses: “Someone might feel sympathy for the pioneers because they had to ____ .”

4. Think Pair Share: Directions: Turn to your partner and take turns sharing a time when you felt 
sympathy for someone, or someone felt sympathy for you. Use the word sympathy when you talk 
about it. Then, I will call on one or two of you to share your partner’s example with the class. Raise 
your hand to respond. 
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Word Definition Example

disappear to leave from sight; to cease to be visible The magician made the rabbit disappear.

disable to cause to not function If you take the batteries out of a battery-

operated flashlight you will disable it.

disconnect to undo or break the connection of Disconnecting the connections of computer 

speakers, or unplugging a piece of electronic 

equipment will not allow it to work.

disbelief the state of not believing We were in disbelief to see a palm tree growing 

in front of our school.

disorganize to break up the regular arrangement

or organization of something

The bookshelf was disorganized.

disagree to not agree If two people express opposing opinions

about something, they disagree.

discourteous not courteous or polite; rude It is discourteous to be rude to others.

dis~ =not; opposite of
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DIS

In yesterday’s read-aloud, you listened to part of Mrs. Morgan’s journal: “Had rain and hail today, 
which made it a very disagreeable experience. However, Papa and I smiled so as not to discourage
the children.”

Disagreeable and discourage both begin with the prefix dis–.

 A prefix is a word part added to the beginning of a word to give it a new meaning.

 The prefix dis– means not, or the opposite of.

 Disagreeable means not agreeable. Discourage means to take away someone’s courage or 
confidence.

 Think Pair Share: Use the previous chart and make a sentence using a word that has the prefix dis~.
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Mr. Fulton’s Journey 
Main topic: 

The Steamboat


